The Xhosa, or Ama-Xhosa, constitute an important division of the Bantu people in South Africa. They inhabit chiefly Transkei, Tembuland, and Pondoland. Their complexion is dark, their nostrils broad, lips thick, and hair woolly. They are a sharp-witted and courageous tribe. The number of Xhosa who have moved during recent years into the Western Cape has increased considerably with the availability of the institutional care provided for parturient women in that region. At St Monica's, the maternity hospital on the slopes of Signal Hill overlooking Cape Town, the vast majority of babies born are Xhosa.
It is a common occurrence among black babies for a baby to be born with a lightly pigmented skin and sometimes an almost white skin, although the parents are black. The pale integument of these babies can be seen to darken from day to day. The darkening of the whole skin surface is usually rapid during the first fortnight and may continue less rapidly during the second fortnight. Sometimes the intense pigmentation is just detectable in one or more ofthe digits later than the first month of life.
At birth, however, these lightly complexioned babies, no matter how pale the skin is generally, present with a particular dermatological feature which is a sure sign of an ethnological origin from the Xhosa race.
My observations have been limited to Xhosa babies and excludes all other babies of black African races or tribes. The sign is evident in three separate parts of the baby's surface anatomy: (1) The auricula or pinna of the external ear, (2) the fingers and (3) the toes. The external ear The expanded portion, the pinna, has the helix in its greater part, but variable in degree, and the scapha reaching to the anti-helix is deeply pigmented and melanotic, which is in striking contrast to the lightly coloured general integument covering the rest of the baby's body, except the fingers and toes (Figure 1) .
The fingers
All the fingers, including the thumbs, show a relatively intense black pigmentation on the dorsal aspect of the terminal phalanges adjacent to the nails. The nails themselves are not affected, nor is the texture of the skin <Figure 2).
The toes
The toes similarly show this localized pigmentation, although in some babies the extent may vary considerably, unlike the fingers, but it is always present.
The duration of this digital and auricular pigmentation varies from baby to baby, from several days to as long as six weeks in my experience, but the auricular pigmentation usually fades before that of the digits. When a typical instance was shown to a colleague he remarked that it was as though the newborn's fingers had been dipped in ink.
At the time of the initial observations the impression rested that the disappearance of this noticeable characteristic was related to the progressive darkening of the complexion generally; but later it became evident that its intensity could diminish to render it homogeneous with the general complexion.
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